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• According to Merriam-
Webster, Romanticism is a style of art and 
literature during the late 18th and early 
19th centuries that emphasized the 
imagination and emotions.

• Think about what was happening in 
history during this time period. In the early 
1800s, a Frenchman named Vente de la 
Louisiana sold 828,000 square miles of the 
area known now as Louisiana, making that 
the biggest land deal in U.S. history. Then in 
the 1820s, there was an Education Reform 
trying to reduce the expense of education. 
And in the mid-1800s, tens of thousands 
Americans sought fortune in the Gold Rush. 
People raced to California to find gold in the 
mountains and the streams. America was 
beginning to boom.



• As you have learned, individuals were 
trying to reach out and grasp 
independence. Romanticism, however, 
was shifting gears to the use of 
imagination, intuition, idealism, 
inspiration, and individuality. In Unit 3, 
you will explore how American 
literature began to form a new identity 
through Romanticism



• What does it mean to call something Romantic?

• Read the six sentences below to determine if you believe the 
statements have Romantic qualities. Write on a piece of paper the 
word yes, if you believe the statement has Romantic qualities or no, if 
you believe the statement does not have Romantic qualities.

1. The answers to life's most puzzling questions can be found through 
discussion with a simple person who lives in the country close to 
nature - not with a sophisticated, well-educated person from the city.

2. The use of one's imagination is more important than rational 
thought.



• 3. Knowledge is gained through gut 
reactions and subjective hunches rather 
than level-headed, objective, deductive 
thought.

• 4. Nature is more important than art.

• 5. Poetry should be spontaneous and 
full of emotion, not planned and 
straightforward.

• 6. Sensitivity, feelings, and spontaneity 
are more important than 
intellectualism.

• Tally up your responses. Count the 
number you answered with yes.



• If you answered 1 or 2 
with yes; you are not 
Romantic.

• If you answered 3 
with yes, you are sort of 
Romantic.

• If you answered 4 
with yes, you are highly 
Romantic.

• If you answered 5 or 6 
with yes, you are extremely 
Romantic.

• Each of those statement 
contains an aspect of literary 
Romanticism.





• Intuition:
Intuition is a certain feeling or instinct. Romantics believed that 
knowledge is gained through intuition rather than reasoning. 
William Wordsworth said that "all good poetry is the 
spontaneous overflow of powerful feelings." There is a reliance 
on natural feelings. Romantic literature emphasizes a love of 
nature.

• Idealism:
Some people believe idealism is impracticality. Idealism is the 
concept that the world can be a better place through the spirit 
and the mind. Romantics believed in the natural goodness of 
humans. They believed that the savage is noble, childhood is 
good, and the emotions inspired by both beliefs cause the 
heart to soar.



Inspiration:

Art should be spontaneous rather than precise. Nature 

presented itself as a work of art. It could be joyful and peaceful 
or frightening and worrisome. Emotions and passion are 

inspiration to the creator because human experience gives 

people the freedom of through and expression.

Individuality:

Romantics celebrated the individual. Individuals have unique 
and endless potential. The Romantic hero embodies bravery, 

strength, and chivalry. Birth and class are unimportant because 

the individual transcends in society. He may be brooding and 

dark; not interested in authority, a nonconformist. He may be 

young and innocent, but he also has a knowledge of people and 
of life based on intuition.



TP-CASST 
METHOD

• Before you read the poem, think about 
the poem's title. Often times authors hide 
meaning and/or give clues in the title.

• Also, don't overlook the literal meaning of 
the poem. One of the biggest problems 
that students often make in poetry analysis 
is jumping to conclusions before 
understanding what is taking place in the 
poem.

Click to add text





• After you have examined 
the poem's literary devices, 
look at diction (word 
choice), images, and details 
that suggest the 
speaker's attitude or tone. 
You may refer to this Tone 
Vocabulary List for help.

https://www.mhasd.k12.wi.us/cms/lib/WI01001388/Centricity/Domain/123/Huge_list_of_tone_words_with_definitions.pdf


• A poem usually does not begin and end in the same 
place. Watch for the following keys to shifts:

• key words (but, yet, however, although),

• punctuation (dashes, periods, colons, ellipsis),

• stanza divisions,

• changes in line or stanza length or both,

• irony,

• changes in sound that may indicate changes in 
meaning, or

• changes in diction.





• You have just gone through the TP-
CASTT method for analyzing poetry.
Title
Paraphrase
Connotation
Attitude
Shifts
Title
Theme



Read William 
Wordsworth's 
poem "The 
World Is Too 
Much With Us.

This Photo by Unknown author is licensed under CC BY-SA.

http://www.poetryfoundation.org/poem/174833
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:William_Wordsworth_at_28_by_William_Shuter2.jpg
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/


Try It

TP-CASTT text 
version | Open 
TP-CASTT in a 

new tab

https://accessdl.state.al.us/AventaCourses/access_courses/english_10_ua_v17/03_unit/03-01/03-01_practice_text.htm
https://accessdl.state.al.us/AventaCourses/access_courses/english_10_ua_v17/03_unit/03-01/03-01_practice/story.html


Tasks

Read William Wordsworth's poem 
"The World Is Too Much With Us" and 
analyze it using the TP-CASTT method.

Download and complete 3.01 
Analyzing Poetry.

http://www.poetryfoundation.org/poem/174833
https://accessdl.state.al.us/AventaCourses/access_courses/english_10_ua_v17/03_unit/03-01/03-01_task.docx

